
Own Sydney Book Club list 2022.  
1. Born at the Right time: A memoir – Ron McCallum. 

(January 17) 
Ron McCallum has been blind from birth and his mother insisted on 
treating him as normally as possible. Ron retells his social awkwardness 
and physical mishaps, his fears that he may never have a proper career, 
love or parenthood. He has taken advantage of every new assistive 
technology in his remarkable life.  (Goodreads) 
240 pages      N/F     Published July 2019.  

2. Exit – Belinda Bauer. (February 21)  
When Felix lets himself into Number 3 Black Lane, he’s there to keep a 
dying man company as he takes his final breath. But 15 minutes later, 
Felix is on the run from the police after making the biggest mistake of his 
life. His routine world is turned upside down… (Goodreads)   
336 pages     Mystery Fiction   Published January 2021 

3. Digging to America – Anne Tyler. (March 21)  
Two families meet by chance at Baltimore airport- the Donaldsons, a 
very American couple, and the Yazdans. Each coupe is awaiting the 
arrival of an adopted infant daughter from Korea. After the babies are 
delivered to their respective families, Bitsy Donaldson impulsively invites 
the Yazdens to celebrate with the “arrival party,” an event that is 
repeated every year. This novel with subtle, funny, and tender 
observations cast a penetrating light on the American way. (Goodreads) 
277 pages. Fiction.           Published May 2006.  

4. A Repurposed Life – Ronni Kahn, Jessica Chapnik 
Kahn.  (April 11- please note the change of date as 
April 18 is Easter Monday.) 

When Ronni Kahn hit midlife, she found herself no longer able to turn a 
blind eye to her food waste problem. Hand delivering the untouched 
food to homeless shelters around Sydney became her solution. This is 
the story of how Ronni found her voice, her heart and her deepest 
calling. (Goodreads)  
320 pages         N/F        Published September 2020 

5. Eizabeth Costello – J.M. Coetzee. (May 16)  
Elizabeth Costello is, on the surface, the story of a woman’s life as a 
mother, sister, lover and writer. It is also a profound and haunting 
meditation on the nature of storytelling. (Goodreads) 



231 pages       Fiction    Published September 2003 
 

6. The Labyrinth – Amanda Lohrey (June 20) 
Erica Marsden’s son has been imprisoned for an act of revenge. Erica 
retreats from Sydney to the South Coast, near where Daniel is serving his 
sentence. There, in a rundown shack, she obsesses over creating a 
labyrinth. To build it, Erica will need the help of strangers and that will 
require her to trust them and reckon with her past. The Labyrinth is a 
story of guilt and denial, fraught relationships between parents and 
children. (Goodreads) 256 pages    Fiction       Published August 2020.  

7. The Rabbits – Sophie Overett   ( July 18)  
The disappearance of Bo Rabbit in 1984 left the Rabbit women crippled 
by grief and, eventually dysfunctional, parting ways not long after Delia’s 
18th birthday. Eventually, Delai becomes a teacher and teaches at a 
Queensland college. Unfortunately, her life began dissolving as she 
struggled to raise her growing children, Olive, Charlie and Benjamin and 
also take care of her mother, Rosemary. 16 year old Charlie disappears 
in the middle of a heatwave.  
The Rabbit is a multigenerational family story about secrets, art, 
loneliness and strange connections. (Goodreads)  
336 pages   Fiction     Published July 2021 

8. After the Tampa – Abbas Nazari  (August 15)  
The story of a child Tampa” refugee who grew up to become a Fullbright 
scholar, highlighting the plight and potential of refugees. Abbas relates 
why and how his family fled their homeland, Afghanistan, to become 
embroiled in the Tampa affair. The family was eventually re-settled in NZ 
where they continue to contribute to their new community.  
(Booktopia) 368 pages      N/F   Published September  2021.  

9. After Story – Larissa Behrendt (September 19)  
When a mother and daughter take the overseas trip of a lifetime, they 
discover that the past is never quite behind them. Indigenous lawyer 
Jasmine and her mother Della decide to tour England’s most revered 
literary sites. The earlier disappearance of Jasmine’s older sister returns 
to haunt them when another child mysteriously goes missing on 
Hampstead Heath. Ambitious and engrossing, After Story celebrates the 
extraordinary power of words and the quiet spaces between. 
(Goodreads)  360 pages     Fiction   Published July 2021.   



 

 

10. Bila Yarrudhanggalangdhuray – Anita Heiss  (October 
17th )   

The Murrumbidgeee River surges through town leaving death and 
destruction in its wake. Wagadhaany is one of the lucky ones – she 
survives. Set in the timeless Wiradyuri country and based on devasting 
trues events, this novel is an epic story of love, loss and belonging. 
(Goodreads) 
416 pages    Fiction  Published May 2021.  

11. The Soldier’s Curse- Meg Kenneally and Thomas 
Kenneally. (Nov. 21)  
 

In the Port Macquarie penal settlement for second offenders, gentleman 
convict Hugh Monsarrat hungers for freedom. He becomes the t rusted 
clerk of the settlement’s commandant. He befriends the housekeeper, 
Hannah Mulrooney. The commandant’s wife, Honora, falls ill and it 
becomes clear that she has slowly been poisoned. Who is responsible?  
(Goodreads).  
385 pages.     Fiction set in historical times.   Published March  2016.  

12. The Thursday Murder Club- Richard Osman  (Dec 12 – 
Pease note the date.)  

In a peaceful retirement village, 4 unlikely friends meet weekly in the 
Jigsaw Room at discuss unsolved crimes. They may be pushing 80 but 
they still have a few tricks up their sleeves. But when a local developer is 
found dead with a mysterious photograph left next to the body, the 
Murder club find themselves involved. (Goodreads)  
382 pages  Fiction    Published September 2020.     
 
Well, here they are. Please check I have the correct dates – I think they 
are right. If I have missed any chosen book, please let me know. I have 
tried to put really recently published books later in the year so that the 
rush to reserve them may have dissipated. I have added two fairly “light” 
books for November and December.  
 
I will send the link for Monday tomorrow so that it doesn’t get lost.  
Anne-Marie.       



    
 
  
 
         
            


